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RESCUE

MAD RESCUE, INC. FOSTER
HANDBOOK

MAD RESCUE MISSION

Malinois and Dutch Shepherd Rescue, Inc. (MAD) is a
501(c)3 non-profit organization which is dedicated to
rescuing Belgian Malinois and Dutch Shepherds who have
found themselves without a home (surrendered, discarded,
abused, neglected or impounded). MAD Rescue does not
have a physical location and is operated by compassionate,
like-minded professionals who volunteer their time and
resources to help save and care for the Malinois and Dutch
Shepherds. All animals that are accepted by MAD Rescue
are spayed or neutered, given medical attention and
rehabilitation, as needed, and placed with foster homes until
their health and evaluations are completed and they are
ready to be placed in their loving permanent homes.
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Welcome to Fostering for MAD

Welcome to MAD’s Foster Program

Congratulations on being a member of the Malinois and Dutch Shepherd Rescue Inc. (MAD Rescue Inc.)
foster program. Foster homes are the life blood of rescue. Having dedicated foster homes allows us to pull
Malinois and Dutch Shepherds from shelters, provide vet care for new animals in our program, and get our
canines ready for new homes.

Foster homes also provide a very important service of evaluating dogs for the best potential future adoptive
matches. Additionally, the program allows for foster parents to provide training and refinement/resolution
of issues to ready Mals and Dutchies for happy and healthy future lives with their new families. Enjoy
getting to know your new foster dog and recognize that it can be bittersweet when they leave your home.
Many times, a part of your heart goes with the dogs when they get adopted. Additional foster information

and resources can be located at https://www.fosterformad.org/.

What It Means to Foster--MAD Fostering

The purpose of the program is to provide the following:

* Provide temporary housing for a foster canine while long-term placements are identified and
evaluated or a long-term placement while awaiting adoption.

e Getting foster dogs to vet appointments to update vaccinations, spay/neuter when needed, and
ready the animal for adoption.

e Getting foster dogs to vet appointments to resolve any additional health-related issues.

e House train a foster Malinois or Dutch Shepherd as needed.

e Work on house manners.

e Work on obedience training.

e Work on crate training for foster dogs who are not already crate trained.

e Work on dog and people socialization skills.

e Familiarize foster dogs with car travel, crating or tethering in a car, and getting in and out of vehicles.

Foster Contract

e A foster contract is required for each foster home for every unique foster dog.

e The contract is sent by the adoption counselor or leadership coordinating with the foster.

* The contract should be completed and returned prior to the arrival of the foster dog.

e Foster Parents should review all items on the contract prior to signing and returning the contract.

&

Foster Contract
PDF.pdf
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MAD Foster Home Support

Foster Home Support

Foster Facebook Page — Once your foster dog has arrived, look for your invitation to join our active
foster home FB page “MAD Pack Den Parents”.

This page is a closed group made up of active foster homes and rescue volunteers. It is a safe place
to ask questions and get help with training, medical questions, diets, or any other issues that may
come up with your foster dog.

It’s also a place to share successes, funny stories, and the beauty of fostering.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/madpackdenparents

MAD Rescue Staff— Do not hesitate to reach out to your Foster Counselor/Adoption Counselor or
other contact within MAD Rescue with questions or concerns about the dog you are fostering, MAD
policies, or any other questions you may have. We are all here to help and support our foster
homes. You are never bothering any of us by reaching out. We would rather you contact us at the
beginning of a problem or issue instead of after struggling with issues. Foster families are the heart
of rescue and we are here to help!

Transport

Transportation is available for a foster dog to get to a foster home.

MAD requests that the foster parent meet the transport to pick up their new foster dog if they are
able to do so.

Transport is necessary to a foster home and then once again when the dog moves to its adoptive
home. Foster parents are requested to drive for each of these events if possible.

Foster to adopt homes are required to assist with transport to their home, as per an adoptive home.
The typical rescue support for transport is 350 miles with additional miles to be covered by the
adopter.

If you drive any part of the transport, keep track of miles traveled for tax deduction consideration.
These may also be requested for the rescue records.

Choosing Foster Candidates

Belgian Malinois (Malinois or Mal) and Dutch Shepherds (DS or Dutchies) will be considered for foster care
in the following situations:

<
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After an in-person evaluation by an MAD Volunteer or a shelter evaluation.

The evaluation confirms the dog has a temperament suitable for our foster program.

The Malinois or DS has a good chance of being placed through our program.

The Malinois or DS has medical conditions that can be treated and still allow for a quality life in the
future.
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e The dog needs weight gain, socialization, or improvements in overall appearances.
* The dog needs training, social skills, or house manners prior to placement.

Belgian Malinois (Malinois or Mal) and Dutch Shepherds (DS or Dutchies) will not be considered for foster
care in the following situations:
e The Malinois or DS has trained in and has learned “bite-work”: Agitation, apprehension, bite sports,
personal protection, etc.
e The Malinois or DS has a substantiated bite history and is deemed unsafe.
e The Malinois or DS represents a threat to public health or safety.
e The Malinois or DS has medical or behavioral problems in which the condition, prognosis or clinical
course is unclear or poor.
e The Malinois or DS has conditions (medical or behavioral) requiring an unreasonable investment of
time and expense by MAD, the foster parent, or the potential adopter.
e The Malinois or DS has a prognosis of poor quality of life or chronic pain and suffering.
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MAD Foster Home Guidelines

Foster Home Guidelines

The following guidelines should be followed:

Caution should be exercised any time a new dog is brought into the home.

MAD foster dogs should be given time to decompress (Refer to the 3-3-3 graphic later in the
handbook). Limiting introductions to extended family/friends is recommended as are very slow
introductions to current pets in the household. No dog parks. Working around the edge of a dog

park to see how a dog will do in the presence of other dogs is sometimes used as a test.
o https://www.bindisbucketlist.com/post/what-are-decompression-activities-for-dogs-and-wh
y-are-they-important

o https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/the-importance-of-decompression-when-bringi
ng-home-a-new-dog/

An animal will be fostered to improve socialization and adoptability. It is important to expose your
foster dog to various situations, people, and animals in order to determine what type of adoptive
home will be the best fit for them.
The foster parent should gather and provide information for the foster dog’s profile.
The foster parent is encouraged to fill out the Dog Profile form to provided added information to
their Adoption Counselor or Foster Counselor who updates the public profiles for each dog.
https://petstablished.com/petlover/general_form/25229.
The foster parent can also keep a log of progress, especially if there are physical or behavioral issues
to be overcome. This can be submitted to the coordinator periodically through the fostering and
into the adoption process and added to the dog’s file.
Animals typically should be posted for adoption within 20 to 30 days of entering the foster home,
sometimes earlier.
The length of fostering generally should not exceed three months for healthy animals that are not
receiving treatment. Senior dogs may be an exception for this as the state coordinator looks for
suitable homes.
Foster dogs may attend training classes while in foster care.
Foster dogs may travel with the foster family on outings.
Foster dogs are not allowed to participate in any form of “bite-work”: Agitation, apprehension, bite
sports, personal protection, etc.
Foster dogs should not be trained with the use of an electronic collar unless approved by a
coordinator.
Your foster dog must receive monthly heartworm preventative. This is regardless of geographic
location as the animal may have traveled from another area and been exposed. Preventative will
ensure the animal remains heartworm negative.
Your foster dog should receive flea and tick preventative as required.

* The foster home may apply to adopt the animal that they are fostering. (see foster contract sample)
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Getting Ready for Your Foster Dog

Foster caregivers are encouraged to supply the basic needs for their own foster animals to maximize the
number of animals that can be fostered each year. The following is a list of supplies recommended or
required for the care and maintenance of your foster animals.

Required to be Provided by the Foster Parent:

e C(Crate

e Dog bed
e Food

e Toys

e Treats

e Collars (martingale highly preferred) and leashes
e Slip Leash for transport to permanent home

Recommended Items to have on hand:
e Blankets and towels
e Paper towels and rags
e Bowls - ceramic or stainless steel are easiest to sanitize
e Grooming supplies - brushes, combs, flea combs, etc.
e Belly bands (male dogs)
e Stain and odor remover - Nature’s Miracle works very well
e Kongs - hard rubber chew toys that can be filled with treats
e Bleach and disinfectant
e Baby gates
e Muzzles

This list is not exhaustive but gives the basics that will help with your foster experience. Not all the supplies
will be needed. The foster caregiver’s best judgment should be used when obtaining supplies.

MAD Rescue also has a Foster Support Program to provide preventative treatments and other items such as
a martingale collar, leash, toy, treat, etc. as we have the ability to do so.

The Fi collar is standard for each dog that comes into the care of the rescue and is also requested through
the Foster Support Program. The Fi collar travels with the dog to its adoptive family. The Adoption or Foster
Counselor can assist with utilizing the Foster Support Program.

Below are two inserts that will come in the foster box.
e The first one will show you what you are receiving.
* The second one is the preventative log.
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WELCOME TO THE MAD FOSTER PACK!

Thank you for opening your home and heart to a MAD Rescue dog.
Here are some essentials to get you started.* The non-consumable
items should all go with your foster dog to their adoptive home.

INSIDE, YOU’LL FIND:

O Fi GPS Collar and Charger O Toy

(O Martingale Collar O Chew Treat(s)
O ID Tag O Microchip

(O Heartworm Preventatives O Other:

O Leash

* ltems subject to availability.

PREVENTATIVES RECORD

Please give the preventatives as directed.
To order more, contact: vee@madrescueinc.org.

HEARTWORM HEARTWORM HEARTWORM HEARTWORM HEARTWORM HEARTWORM
DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN

D D oy D D I D
o J U

FLEA/TICK FLEA/TICK FLEA/TICK FLEA/TICK FLEA/TICK FLEA/TICK
DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN DATE GIVEN

NEED A NEED HELP WITH A
VET VISIT? BEHAVIORAL ISSUE?

Submit a request ticket at: Contact your Adoption Counselor
madrescuehelp.org for training help.

©2022 Malinois and Dutch Shepherd Rescue, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization. All rights reserved.
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Dog Proofing Your Home

It is important to ensure that your home and foster room are safe. Animals can do the most unlikely and
unexpected things.

All cleaning supplies and medications should be kept out of reach, locking cabinets preferred.
Place all small chewable items out of reach.

Review windows and window locks to ensure the foster dog can’t escape.

Resolve any escape routes from the house.

Inspect your fence for any areas that need to be repaired to ensure the foster can’t escape. Foster
dogs should not be left alone in fenced yards or taken out in unfenced areas without a leash or other
tether.

Put all socks, shoes etc. away — they are tempting to chew or swallow which could cause life
threatening conditions.

Trash cans should be kept covered or stored in an area that can’t be accessed.

Wires and mini blind cords should be placed out of reach.

Drapery and shower curtains should be placed out of reach.

Poisons, toxins, or any chemicals should be secured and kept out of reach. This includes items like
antifreeze and poisonous house plants.

A reminder that many sugar-

free products and Xylitol in them and this is highly toxic for dogs.

MAD Rescue will not cover personal property damage from your foster dog.

Bringing Your Foster Dog Home

1
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Do develop an introduction plan for your foster dog and any resident dogs.
o Planintroductions on neutral grounds.
o Consider making introductions outside.
o Introductions should be slow and potentially taking days (possibly weeks) to complete.
o Arrange for the help of family and friends to initiate the introduction plans.
Do develop an introduction plan for your foster dog and family members.
o Ignore the foster dog initially.
o Introductions should be made quietly standing or sitting down.
o Allow the foster dog to set the pace for introductions.
If there are multiple dogs in the residence, introductions should be made with the new foster one at
a time and over a period of time.
Baby gates are ideal for gradually introducing animals inside.
Always supervise your foster’s interactions with your companion animals.
Foster dog interactions with children should always be supervised.
Allow your new foster quiet time to adjust to the new environment.
Your foster dog should be provided safe quiet spaces to chill. Crates/kennels are great places.

) Version 7 11/10/22
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e Don't expect too much of your foster dog to begin with. He/She will need a few weeks to settle in
and fit with his/her new routine. #decompression.
e Again, here are a few resources for perusal:

y-are- they |mportant

0 https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/the-importance-of-decompression-when-bringi
ng-home-a-new-dog/

e Dog trainer Grisha Stewart offers two weeks of free access to training for when you bring the new
dog into your home.

o https://school.grishastewart.com/bundles/student-essentials?ref=fe2ab9

o Click on the button that says, “2 weeks” - on the next page enter your email address and
name, click on “have coupon” and enter MADlove.

o Grisha’s academy offers courses and webinars a la carte, however, she also offers a
monthly membership with unlimited access to all of her training materials and webinars
for $29.99. If you feel that Grisha’s academy is beneficial to you, and you want to register
for the monthly membership, please use this link
(https://school.grishastewart.com/bundles/diamond?ref=fe2ab9 and Grisha will donate
20% of the fee back to MAD Rescue.
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Lost Dog and Fi Collar

Lost dog

If your foster dog becomes lost, you must notify your adoption or foster counselor/main rescue
contact immediately.

Activate “lost dog” mode on the Fi collar. Red “Lost” button is on the top right of the location screen.
Notification can be via an email also sent to |lost@madrescueinc.org.

Notification can also be via our Mad Phone number: (844) 623-7377 (844-MAD-RESQ). This phone
number may not be answered immediately, but the message is also sent via email to a group of
volunteers who monitor messages.

Next, we would rally local support to help find the dog.

Foster parents should distribute and hang fliers to help with the location of their foster dog.
We are working on additional protocol for lost dogs.

Foster dogs should be kept on slip resistance collars and leashes

For flight risk animals, please double leash to prevent escape.

Fi Collar

1
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The rescue has partnered with Fi Collar to provide foster dogs with a tracking collar

When a dog enters a foster home, the adoption or foster counselor will place an order for a collar to
be sent to the foster home. You may need to measure the neck of the dog for the correct size.

The Fi collar should be a secondary collar on the dog and never be used for leashing.

The Fi collar will be registered to the foster and then be transferred to the adopter.

It is important that the collar stay charged and be used on the dog, especially on any outings or
transports.

DO NOT remove the rescue from the collar. The rescue needs to be on the collar to transfer it to the
adoptive family.

Do not disable the collar for any reason.

Please reach out the rescue Fi coordinator any time you have questions or concerns.

Below are the inserts that will arrive in the foster box for referral:
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NEED HELP SETTING UP FI?

Point your phone camera here and follow the link:

MALINOIS &
DUTCH SHEPHERD
RESCUE

STILL HAVE FI COLLAR QUESTIONS OR ISSUES?
CONTACT VEE@MADRESCUEINC.ORG.

©2022 Malinois and Dutch Shepherd Rescue, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization. All rights reserved.

STAY SAFE ON THE FLY WITH FI.

Please put the enclosed Fi GPS collar on your foster dog whenever they're outside your
home, or, if the dog may be a flight risk, whenever they’re not crated. This will help us locate
them if they're ever lost. You can also use the collar to track your dog’s daily activity.

DO:

v

v

<L

Create a Fi account with the email
address your foster contract was sent to.

Put the collar on your dog whenever
it leaves your home or is in transit.

Connect the collar to your home
WiFi and set up a safe zone.

Keep the collar charged.
Add photos of the dog to the Fi profile.

Troubleshoot at the Fi support page:

support.tryficom.

DON'T:
X Remove MAD Rescue as a Fi collar

owner. MAD must remain on the
collar to transfer it to the adopter.

X Attach a leash to the Fi collar. Use a
second collar for leashing.

X Change the dog’s name on the Fi
collar. You may add a new name in
parentheses.

X Try to activate the collar. It’s already
active. If you can’t see it in your Fi
app, contact: vee@madrescueinc.org.

Version 7 11/10/22
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“3-3-3 Rule”

The 3-3-3 Rule Of Dog Adoption

The 3-3-3 Rule Is A General Guideline
Every Dog Is Unique And Will Adjust Differently

3 DAYS

- Feeling Overwhelmed

- May Not Want To Eat Or Drink
- May Feel Scared/Unsure

- Tests Boundaries

3 WEEKS

- Starts Settling In
- Feeling More Comfortable

- Realizing This Is Their “Forever Home”

- Gets Into A Routine
- Begins To Show True Personality

- Behavior Issues May Start To Appear

3 MONTHS

- Finally Feels Completely Comfortable
- Begins To Build Trust and True Bond
- Gains A Sense Of Security With Their Family

- Settles Into A Routine

Version 7 11/10/22



MAD Foster Dog Care

MAD Foster Dog Care

Dogs should be fed twice daily at the same time every day (unless ill or underweight and in need of
a special plan).

The amount of food depends on the dog’s age and weight. As a general rule, follow the package
labeling for the dog food you are using. The amount of activity can impact the amount of food
needed as well.

One standard rule is to give the dog 15-20 minutes to eat the food and then remove it.

If your foster dog is unwilling to eat plain, dry food, you can mix in some warm water or a SMALL
amount of canned food.

Fresh water should always be available.

Dog should be crated when you are unable to supervise them. (Crate training addendum in process)
Provide chew toys helps to relieve boredom and alleviate stress.

Teaching your foster dog basic manners will help your dog become more adoptable.

Foster dogs should never be left outside unattended, even for 2 minutes.

Foster dogs should always be kept on a leash when outside or in a fenced area that is not
substantial.

e Even if a dog is housetrained, an accident upon arriving at your home is not uncommon. It is
recommended to be prepared with a belly band or diaper for the initial transition period if
needed/desired.

Dogs new to an environment, recently surrendered, or recently transported will often have digestive
upset. It is recommended to be prepared with foods that will alleviate this such as canned pumpkin,
plain yogurt, unseasoned cooked hamburger or chicken, and cooked rice. A spoon of pumpkin or
yogurt may be added to meals. Probiotics are also a good supplement to help soothe an upset
stomach.

When possible, a portion of current food will be sent with a foster animal to allow transition to new
foods. This should be mixed in with a new food over the course of a week.

Health and Medical Issues

Even if your foster animal appears healthy when you pick them up from a shelter or a transport, they may
be incubating an illness. Therefore, it is important to consider a 7-10 day quarantine period when you first
bring your foster home.

Consider the following:

<
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Develop a plan for separating your foster from current pets and family members.

Ensure all current pets are UTD on vaccinations.

Consider administering all current dogs with Bordetella and Flu Vaccines (coordinator will assess
need).
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e Ensure all current pets are on heartworm preventative since animals entering our program may be
heartworm positive. Many foster animals will have a test already, however, some will be moving to
their first foster and opportunity to get much needed vet care.

e If possible, provide a separate area for potty needs until foster has had a fecal check and is cleared
of any type of parasites.

* You may wish to discuss the fact that you are fostering with your veterinarian. Due to the increased
chance of exposure to animals with diseases, your veterinarian might recommend vaccines that are
not routinely given. Two examples are listed above. Other examples include things such as Lyme
Disease vaccine. MAD does not cover vet expenses for current pets in the household.

Selecting a Veterinarian

e All veterinarian expenses must be approved prior to scheduling an appointment or obtaining vet
care for a foster dog. Please check with the dog’s Adoption or Foster Counselor before pursuing
medical care (emergency protocol is below). There is also a vet care team that can assist.

* Foster homes are recommended to look for a rescue friendly vet clinic and ask the office if they give
discounts to rescue groups. We will provide a copy of our 501c3 to any vet that will provide a
discount and any other paperwork they require. Your Adoption or Foster Counselor will fill out this
paperwork or send it to the appropriate MAD volunteer who will complete and submit the
paperwork.

e There is a letter of introduction that you can take to your vet.

e

IRS 501¢3 Letter MAD Letter- Vet
MAD Rescue.pdf Rescue Pricing.pdf

e Check with your Adoption or Foster Counselor to see if there are rescue friendly veterinarians in
your area. As well, the foster parent should obtain multiple quotes from vets close by to obtain a
competitive rate based on national averages, especially for extensive medical needs.

e Once quotes are obtained, discuss with the Counselor and get approval to set an appointment or
help with an

e appointment by completing a ticket at www.madrescuehelp.org.

e Recommended vets (some with proven discounted rates) can be found on our MAD Rescue Google
Drive via this link.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Zfo0BRIahrUwkbZnmxDcS4EV76PE77to-1jlTrKr-oc/edit?u
sp=sharing

Veterinary Care for Your New Foster

The account with your vet should be set up with MAD Rescue Inc. as the owner of the dog they are seeing.
The Foster is the local contact for the veterinarian, but they are not listed as the owner of the dog.

1
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Each foster dog should receive vet care prior to being available for adoption. The minimum vet care includes
the following:

e Up to date Rabies Vaccination.

e Up to date multi-vaccine including Parvo, Distemper, adenovirus, hepatitis, para-influenza, etc.

e Bordetella Vaccination which is needed for any emergency boarding situations and transport.

e Fecal sample and worm treatment as needed.

e Heartworm test which must be negative prior to permanent placement or adoption unless foster to
adopt with rescue

e sponsored heartworm treatment.

e Microchip which will be registered by your administrative staff.

e Heartworm preventative.

e Flea/tick preventative.

e Spay/neuter.

e Health Certificate if transporting to a new location in the next 10 days. This will be required when
your foster dog is adopted and moved to their new home and crossing state lines or with a multi-leg
transport.

e Additional medical issues need to be discussed and approved for treatment or disclosed if long term
conditions for future adopters.

If the Malinois or Dutch Shepherd is transported to you, it will likely have some or all these items. If the dog
is local and moving to its first foster, all of these items may be required. Once again, the Adoption or Foster
Counselor will help assess the needs for the particular situation.

Vet Records

It is very important that the vet records get loaded into the dog’s Petstablished file. The foster will work in
conjunction with the Adoption Counselor and/or the Vet Care team to make sure that this is done prior to
the dog moving to its adoptive family. Hard copies of any vet paperwork should travel with the dog on
transport as well.

Medications

If an animal needs medication while in foster care, this should only be medication that is prescribed by a
veterinarian that the dog is seeing. DO NOT give any prescribed medication that has not been authorized
for the animal without veterinary permission. i.e. antibiotics, pain killers, etc.

Transfer or disposal of medications—all medications that a dog is currently taking should go with the dog
when it moves to an adoptive family. If there are medications that have been prescribed but are no longer
needed, the Adoption Counselor can assist in determining if the medication should go with the dog or be
returned to the vet for disposal.
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Accidents and/or Injuries

If there is an accident or injury to a dog while in your care, it is important that you let the Coordinator,
Adoption Counselor, or volunteer contact know ASAP (as soon as possible). They can help assess the
situation and if veterinary care is warranted.

Emergency Protocol

On occasion, foster animals have medical emergencies that happen outside of the normal hours of
operation. In the case of an after-hours medical emergency, please contact your Adoption or Foster
Counselor. If they are unavailable, please make an effort to contact someone else in MAD Rescue Inc.

Mad Phone number: (844) 623-7377 (844-MAD-RESQ). This phone number may not be answered
immediately, but the message is also sent via email to several volunteers. Emergency medical care can be
obtained for life threatening conditions. However, you must continue to try to reach your Counselor or
another main contact with MAD Rescue Inc. before committing to any kind of surgery or testing over
$500.00. Non-urgent conditions need to be approved by the vet care team prior to providing any vet care.
It is possible that we will not be able to call in the credit card for an emergency situation. Should this
happen, the foster parent may need to pay the expense and follow the reimbursement process.

Fosters should seek care through primary care vets during normal office hours as opposed to emergency
vets and clinics, especially for non-life-threatening conditions. For example, bloat is a serious
life-threatening condition and should be treated immediately. Conditions where dogs are not eating, have a
cough, limp, or a laceration could be treated by a regular vet.

Payment for Veterinary Care for your New Foster

Regardless of payment method selected, the Foster Parent should set up an appointment at an agreed upon
veterinarian only after pre-approval is received from the vet care team. All appointments should have an
estimated that is provided to MAD Rescue in advance of getting the pre-approval.

Four options are available for payment of vet expenses:

e First method, the Foster Parent can provide the Veterinarian contact information, date, and time of
the appointment via a ticket to request payment at the time of the appointment. The ticket can be
created on the website www.madrescuehelp.org. Alternatively, contact your Adoption or Foster
Counselor if you are unable to create the ticket yourself. The counselor will submit a request to have
the rescue credit card called in after the appointment. This is the preferred method.

e Second method, the Foster Parent may pay for the appointment if the provider does not take phone

payments or a MAD Rescue volunteer is unavailable to pay at the time of the appointment. Fill out a
reimbursement request via the ticket system at www.madrescuehelp.org, submit the request and
receipt for reimbursement. Reimbursements must be filed within one month of the date on the

1
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invoice. Please do not collect invoices and wait to submit them until after the dog has been
adopted.

e Third method, the Foster Parent may sponsor their foster through paying for any veterinary care and
claim this amount as a charitable contribution at tax time. Often fosters choose this option as a way
to support the dog that they are caring for, especially with small expenses.

e Fourth method, if the Foster Parent is planning to adopt the dog they are fostering (Foster to Adopt),
they should pay the adoption fee as soon as possible. The rescue will then pay the agreed upon vet
care via a credit card.

Bite Incidents and Euthanasia

e If there is a bite incident involving your foster dog, you need to notify your coordinator immediately.
Try to record as many details about the bite and the situation leading up to it. The Adoption
Counselor will also need to know of any local laws regarding reporting dog bites.

e Unfortunately, euthanasia can be a reality of dog rescue and fostering. Thankfully, this is rare. Foster
homes need to be aware that the need for humane euthanasia may exist and be prepared to handle
this circumstance. Situations that might necessitate this would be a bite incident that can’t be
resolved or where the dog can’t be safely placed, the exhibition of dangerous and not correctable
behavior, or undetected health issues that would impact a dog’s long-term quality of life or is not
treatable.

Other Expenses

Occasionally other expenses, such as boarding care, could be incurred by the foster home. These expenses
also need to be pre-approved by the MAD Rescue leadership team for reason, length of duration, and total
expected cost.

e The foster parent should obtain quotes from boarding facilities in the area.

* Any quotes should be reviewed with the coordinator or adoption counselor.

® Follow the same process for credit card payment, reimbursement, or donation.

Damages

MAD Rescue Inc. does not cover damages to your home, belongings, or vehicles. Please make sure your
foster dog is supervised or safely crated when you are not home.

Training

e Foster parents are encouraged to provide training for their foster dogs.
e All types of training classes, sports, and activities are allowed with the exception of “bite-work”:
agitation, apprehension, bite sports, personal protection, etc.

< Version 7 11/10/22

MALINOIS &
DUTCH SHEPHERD
RESCUE



e Foster parents can do sports and training for sports with their fosters.

* No use of E-collars in training unless pre-approved by a MAD coordinator.

e Positive and balanced methods of training should be used.

e Your counselor can help you find and screen potential trainers/training facilities for your foster dog.
Some trainers more educated for working class dogs like Malinois and Dutch Shepherds.

Social Media Posts

e Facebook and Instagram are the two main “advertising” venues outside of the MAD Rescue website.
e Posts made by the foster often get more engagement.
e For any social media posts, please always put MAD “foster dog name” in “state name” at the top of
the post.

o i.e. MAD Foster Peppermint located in AL.
e Put the website link in the body of the post, typically at the end. www.madrescueinc.org

o “to apply for Peppermint, please visit www.madrescueinc.org”

o Photos or videos should be posted, so disable the link that pops up for the website.

o #madlovedogsname is a great thing to put as well as people can quick search by that.

* j.e. #madlovepeppermint

e Limit the main FB postings to one or twice a week, typically highlighting something that will help
lead to adoption. There are often 40-50 dogs in rescue at any time, so the FB page needs to be
able to show multiple dogs daily/weekly.

e “Everyday activity” posts are best mad to the MAD Den Parent Page and can be done at any time.

Getting Your Foster Ready for Adoption /Transport

e Make copies of all paperwork including vet records. Send these in a one-gallon Ziplock baggie or
folder with the Health Certificate (if needed) on the top and facing upward so that it is easily
readable. Please provide information regarding the foster dog's current daily schedule, list of
commands, favorite toys and any 'quirks' or behavior that will help the adoptive home with their
new dog. A copy of the “foster log” can also be included.

e Ensure that a health certificate is obtained (if needed) and accompanies your foster dog to his/her
new location. This certificate will need to state the name and address of the receiving or adoptive
home.

e Provide a copy of all paperwork to your Adoption Counselor via email. This will be uploaded to the
dog’s file and will help in the event of an emergency or if paperwork is lost along the way. Your
Adoption Counselor will need a text picture or scan of the Health Certificate prior to transport.

e Clean or bathe your foster dog if possible (wet or dry shampoo both work). A fresh smelling dog is
welcomed on transport and for his/her new home.
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Inspect toenails and trim as necessary prior to transport. We request that fosters try to trim their
foster dog’s nails, however, we will cover the cost of this with vet care when not possible.

Any conditions or injuries to your foster pet should be identified for their posting and especially
prior to transport so that adoptive home knows what to expect. This information can be given to the
vet care team or the Adoption Counselor. For example, if you foster has a scratched nose from the
cat or your fence, please disclose this information. MAD Rescue’s goal is to adopt out healthy
animals that are well prepared for their new homes.

Ensure Heartworm Preventative has been administered according to schedule.

Ensure Flea and Tick Preventative has been administered according to schedule.

Notify your Adoption Counselor with date and time of last heartworm preventative and flea and tick
preventative. This is required for the adoption contract.

Send documentation of dates preventatives were administered with the paperwork.

Ensure that your foster animal is free of parasites including flea and ticks.

Pack any items that will be traveling with your foster dog. All items should be placed in 1 large bag
with medical documentation on top.

Let your Adoption Counselor know of any items that will be traveling so that these can be
documented on the transport request form.

Ensure any medications that are needed travel with the paperwork along with instructions to
transport coordinator on when the next dose must be given.

Provide your available transport days and times to your Adoption Counselor.

Look for transport schedule and information in your email if a formal transport has been arranged.
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Foster

Foster to Adopt Policy
to Adopt Policy
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If a MAD dog is a “foster to adopt”, an adoption contract and adoption fee will be collected prior to
transport of the dog to the foster to adoptive home.

If a MAD dog is a “foster to adopt” and has a medical condition, a pre-determined medical
amount/fund will be set aside to pay for any rescue sponsored medical conditions. All other medical
treatments are the responsibility of the new adoptive home. For example, if the dog is heartworm
positive the foster should get a quote in advance for treatment and get that amount approved. If the
dog gets a laceration during this treatment time for heartworm, the foster to adopter is responsible
for this vet visit.

Foster to adopts will be treated as an adoption but tracked in our Animal Welfare Organization
Software as a foster until the pre-determined final date is reached. At this time the applicant will be
marked as an adopter and the microchip number will transferred to the adopter’s name.

If fostering was not started as a “foster to adopt” but then considered as a possibility, the fee would
be paid at that time. A decision about adoption is to be made no more than 2 months after the dog
arrives in the home. The foster will be asked in 30 days as to the status of this decision.

All MAD Foster dogs will be listed on our website as available for adoption at the time it is
transferred to a foster home.

The foster home will be notified prior to processing an application as an adopter to confirm that
they do not plan to keep the dog. This can happen any time from the first day the dog is in the home
and any time after that.

The Foster Home may adopt their own foster dog, but they must communicate this prior to an
adoption to another applicant.

Foster homes agree to take a particular dog in for fostering and understand the dog will not be
moved until it is adopted or a request has been made to find a new foster home. A reasonable
amount of time needs to be allowed after a request to move a dog is made to locate a new home.
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MAD Reading Resources

Recommended Reading
Most of the following books are available in Audiobook, Paperback, or E-book.

¢ Decoding

¢ Your Dog
Al
s

AMERICAN COLLEGE or

eDecoding Your Dog — American College of Veterinary Behaviorist L/

Available in PDF Form (free):
https://www.pdfdrive.com/decoding-your-dog-the-ultimate-experts-explain-common-dog-behaviors-and-reveal-how-
to-prevent-or-change-unwanted-ones-e158324076.html|

THE OTHER END
OF THE LEASH

® The Other End of the Leash — Patricia McConnell

FOR THE LOVE OF

A DOG
=

¢ For the Love of Dog — Patricia McConnell

® The Culture Clash — Jean Donaldson

Thank You for Fostering

Thank you for volunteering your time and energy to a very deserving dog! Whether you are preparing for your first
foster dog or you’re a seasoned foster parent, it is always important to keep your foster dogs well-being in mind, as
well as your own well-being as a foster parent. Fostering can be a challenge mentally, physically, and emotionally, but
it is also very rewarding and MAD Rescue is grateful for your care of dogs in need.

#madlove

Following are two pages that we’d recommend you print out and have available for
reference.

‘% ) Version 7 11/10/22

MALINOIS &
DUTCH SHEPHERD
RESCUE


https://www.pdfdrive.com/decoding-your-dog-the-ultimate-experts-explain-common-dog-behaviors-and-reveal-how-to-prevent-or-change-unwanted-ones-e158324076.html
https://www.pdfdrive.com/decoding-your-dog-the-ultimate-experts-explain-common-dog-behaviors-and-reveal-how-to-prevent-or-change-unwanted-ones-e158324076.html

MAD RESCUE IMPORTANT NOTES

Lost dog

* If your foster dog becomes lost you must notify your adoption or foster counselor/main rescue contact immediately.

¢ Notification can be via an email also sent to lost@madrescueinc.org.

¢ Activate “lost dog” mode on the Fi collar. Red “Lost” button is on the top right of the location screen.

* Notification can also be via our Mad Phone number: (844) 623-7377 (844-MAD-RESQ). This phone number may not be
answered immediately, but the message is also sent via email to a group of volunteers who monitor messages.

Accidents and/or injuries

If there is an accident or injury to a dog while in your care, it is important that you let the Coordinator, Adoption
Counselor, or volunteer contact know ASAP (as soon as possible). They can help assess the situation and if veterinary
care is warranted.

DO NOT give any prescribed medication that has not been authorized for the animal without veterinary permission.

If you can’t reach your regular contact, you can also email info@madrescuinc.org or call (844) 623-7377
(844-MAD-RESQ). as multiple people are available through these means.

Emergency Protocol

On occasion, foster animals have medical emergencies that happen outside of the normal hours of operation. In the
case of an after-hours medical emergency, please contact your Adoption or Foster Counselor. If they are unavailable,
please make an effort to contact someone else in MAD Rescue Inc.

Mad Phone number: (844) 623-7377 (844-MAD-RESQ). This phone number may not be answered immediately, but the
message is also sent via email to several volunteers.

Emergency medical care can be obtained for life threatening conditions. However, you must continue to try to reach
your Counselor or another main contact with MAD Rescue Inc. before committing to any kind of surgery or testing
over $500.00.

Non-urgent conditions need to be approved by the vet care team prior to providing any vet care.

Fosters should seek care through primary care vets during normal office hours as opposed to emergency vets and
clinics, especially for non-life-threatening conditions. For example, bloat is a serious life-threatening condition and
should be treated immediately. Conditions where dogs are not eating, have a cough, limp, or a laceration could be
treated by a regular vet.

Bite Incidents

If there is a bite incident involving your foster dog, you need to notify your coordinator immediately. Try to record as
many details about the bite and the situation leading up to it. The Adoption Counselor will also need to know of any
local laws regarding reporting dog bites.
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Transport Readiness

Make sure to have copies of all paperwork including vet records ready to go with the dog.

Please provide information regarding the foster dog's current daily schedule, list of commands, favorite toys
and any 'quirks' or behavior that will help the adoptive home with their new dog.

Ensure that the health certificate is obtained (if needed) and accompanies your foster dog to his/her new

location. Your Adoption Counselor will need a text picture or scan of the Health Certificate prior to transport.

Provide a copy of all paperwork to your Adoption Counselor via email. This will be uploaded to the dog’s file

and will help in the event of an emergency or if paperwork is lost along the way.

Clean or bathe your foster dog if possible (wet or dry shampoo both work). A fresh smelling dog is welcomed

on transport and for his/her new home.

Inspect toenails and trim as necessary prior to transport.

Any conditions or injuries to your foster pet should be identified for their posting and especially prior to

transport so that adoptive home knows what to expect.

This information can be given to the vet care team or the Adoption Counselor. For example, if you foster has a

scratched nose from the cat or your fence, please disclose this information.

MAD Rescue’s goal is to adopt out healthy animals that are well prepared for their new homes.

Ensure Heartworm Preventative and Flea and Tick Preventative have been administered according to

schedule.

Notify your Adoption Counselor with date and time of last heartworm preventative and flea and tick

preventative. This is required for the adoption contract. Send dates with paperwork.

Ensure that your foster animal is free of parasites including flea and ticks.

Pack any items that will be traveling with your foster dog. All items should be placed in 1 large bag with

medical documentation on top. Include a couple of meals of food for transition. This includes the Fi collar
and charging base.

Let your Adoption Counselor know of any items that will be traveling so that these can be documented on the

transport request form.
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e Ensure any medications that are needed travel with the paperwork along with instructions to transport
coordinator on when the next dose must be given.

* Provide your available transport days and times to your Adoption Counselor.

. Look for transport schedule and information in your email if a formal transport has been arranged.
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